


Rock basket deployment has been delayed twice this year. The river flow is 3 to 7 times higher
than the same time last year, depending on the river reach. Steve hopes to deploy the rock
baskets or: August 12, if the flows drop. UMRLAC discussed changing the biomonitoririg
program so that it includes sampling of the tributaries. Expanding the sampling program to the
tributaries could detect additional water quality impacts and would add some excitement o bug
nights as volunteers identify new families of organisms that are present in the tributaries, but
not the Merrimack. After fully vetting the change, UMRLAC cecided to add Stirrup Iron Brook
(Boscawen), Turkey River (Bow and Concord), Punch Brook (Franklin) and Bryant 3rook
(Canterbury). Potential addition ¢f Sucker Brook, Tannery Brook and Hayward Brocx will be
considered next year. If the additicnal samples cannot be fully identified during bug riights, the
samples will be sent to a lab for analysis. The existing monitoring sites will continue to be
monitored. Changes to the core monitoring network will be deferred untii after our program is
reviewed -y EcoAnalysts during our 10+ year biomonitoring anniversary report.
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