
UMRLAC Meeting Minutes for November 8, 2021 
Canterbury Town Hall, Canterbury 

Members present:   Michele Tremblay (At Large), Steve Landry (At Large), Gary Lynn (Bow), 
Anne Dowling (Canterbury), Adrienne Hutchinson (Canterbury), Tom Gilmore (Boscawen), and 
Mary Lee (Northfield). 
Members absent:  Krista Crowell (Bow), Wayne Ives (Franklin) and Donna Liolis (Franklin). 
Others present:  Claire Lund (prospective member from Concord) 

The Chair of UMRLAC, Michele Tremblay, called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM.   The next 
meeting will be held on December 14, 2021 in Boscawen. 

Annual Meeting
UMRLAC held its annual meeting and reelected the current slate of officers.   No bylaw changes 
were offered for consideration.   Krista and Michele will work on the budget for next year with 
assistance from Anne and Adrienne.

Consent Agenda Approval
The consent agenda was approved unanimously with the following corrections to the minutes: 
1) the correct spelling of Ben’s last name is Lundsted, 2) Michele’s name is missing an e in one 
place, 3) UMRLAC should be used instead of a member’s name when there is a committee wide 
consensus or discussion on a topic and 4) sell should be used instead of sale during the surplus 
property discussion.   Gary agreed to correct the minutes and send them to Michele.   

Membership
Michele indicated that Jeff Perkins (term ran out/no response to attempts to contact) and Gary 
Lemay (not interested in serving on UMRLAC at this point of time) will be removed from 
membership.  Clare Lund is interested in joining UMRLAC; she is a chemical engineer that 
works for GZA on environmental permits.   The City of Concord is considering nominating 
Claire to UMRLAC.  UMRLAC would be very pleased to have her join.  Mary Lee went to the 
Northfield Conservation Commission meeting to look for new members. 

Treasurer’s Report
No Treasurer’s report was available for the meeting.   Tom will follow up on the Boscawen 
support invoice and will bring an extra copy of the invoice to the Town. 

Brownfields Advisory Committee.      
No change in status, waiting for the regional planning commission to schedule the next 
meeting. 

FERC Update
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No update available. 

Upper Merrimack River Management and Implementation Plan
Michele worked with the Central NH Regional Planning Commission on a letter of intent on 
behalf of UMRLAC requesting grant funds for assistance with the revision of the river 
management plan.  If UMRLAC does not receive grant funds this round, it will need to discuss 
whether to proceed with unassisted plan revisions or whether to wait for next year’s grant cycle.  
Next year DES will request that the 604B grant funds be used solely for LAC river management 
plans, possibly improving future odds.   Also, Michele noted that the UMRLAC funding request 
could be reduced, if necessary, to match available grant funds.   UMRLAC will be providing a 
match to the grant.  

Guest Speaker
The wetlands and AOT programs are not being responsive on guest speaker options.   It is 
possible that the programs are waiting for the finalization of programmatic changes before 
making presentations on the programs.  Steve will call Ben Lundsted (City of Manchester) about 
a presentation on a permittee’s perspective on the wetlands/AOT process.  Michele will call 
David Cedarholm about a presentation on the stormwater utility option analysis that was 
performed by the City of Concord.  

Upper Merrimack Monitoring Program (UMMP)
No change in status.   The river levels were too high to collect samples via kick netting.  Bacteria 
sampling season planning will need to start soon.  The St Paul’s School prefers to host a select, 
small group of well trained individuals for Bug Nights, due to Covid.   Michele is waiting to hear 
from the school on the approval of the select volunteer Bug Night idea.   Hopefully after hearing 
back from the school, Bug Nights can be scheduled to address the identification backlog of 
aquatic insects collected in 2019 and 2020.  Bug Nights Covid protocols will include spreading 
the volunteers out in the lab, no new volunteer education sessions and limits on person to 
person contacts.    

Projects
UMRLAC discussed the underground storage tank installation permit for a Cumberland Farms 
gas station on Central Street in Franklin.   Two new double wall, fiberglass, multi-compartment 
underground tanks will be installed.  The location is approximately 223 feet from the 
Winnepesauke River.   UMRLAC will comment that erosion control measures should use 
wildlife friendly products.   There was some discussion on whether downtown Franklin has 
wildlife needing protection but the decision was made that consistency on our reviews was 
important.    

UMWA Update
The Turkey River Restoration Plan has been finalized.  The final report for the grant has been 
drafted and is nearly finalized.  The grant related paper work, including progress reports and 
financials is being completed so that the final grant payment can be issued.   The Turkey River 
Restoration Plan is only the third watershed restoration plan completed so far in NH.   The plan 
will be a valuable resource and identified many potential restoration projects, for example, the 
finding that most of the watershed’s 55 stream crossings are deficient.  The timing of the 
development of the plan is fortuitous in that Senator Hassan is working on the RAWA Act (to 
address restoration of American wildlife) and some ARPA funding may become available next 
year for this type of work.  Outreach to the towns and Trout Unlimited continues regarding 
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potential culvert mitigation projects.   Also, partnership with regulatory programs such as Soak 
Up the Rain and Snow Pro is possible on some of the watershed restoration needs. 

Miscellaneous
Anne was interested in ways to educate the Canterbury Planning Board on permitting and 
watershed issues and noted that Canterbury is working on their master plan update.  
Representative Berry (Manchester and Litchfield) submitted legislative service request 2705.  
Although little information is available at this point in time, the bill he is working on seems to 
add the middle Merrimack into the Rivers Protection Program via a legislative short cut.   It 
might create one LAC for the entire river (currently there are two, LMRLAC and UMRLAC).   
Michele has emailed Rep. Berry for more information and will follow up on this potential bill. 
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Summary of Assignments

Michele - Prepare December UMRLAC meeting agenda. 
- Identify NHDES speakers on wetlands/AOT permit reviews. 
- Contact David Cedarholm about presenting on stormwater utilities. 
- Confirm St Paul’s Bug Night hosting requirements. 
- Follow up on Legislative Service Request 2705. 
- Work with Krista, Anne and Adrienne on annual budget proposal. 

Steve - Contact Ben Lundsted about a guest speaker presentation.  
- Comment on the Cumberland Farms permit application for 

UMRLAC. 

Everyone -  Read the September 2007 river management plan.  

Tom -  Follow up on Boscawen support payment with the Town. 

Gary -  Prepare minutes. 
-  Track the Brownfields Advisory Committee.   

Krista -  Prepare Treasurer’s report. 
-  Prepare annual budget proposal. 

Minutes submitted by Gary Lynn.


