
UMRLAC Meeting Minutes for April 11, 2022 
DES Offices, Concord 

Members present:   Michele Tremblay (At Large), Steve Landry (At Large), Gary Lynn (Bow),
Krista Crowell (Bow), Wayne Ives (Franklin), Anne Dowling (Canterbury) and Mary Lee 
(Northfield) 
Members absent:  Arthur Fletcher (Bow). Adrienne Hutchinson (Canterbury), Clare Lund 
(Concord) and 
Donna Liolis (Franklin)  
Others present:

The Chair of UMRLAC, Michele Tremblay, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.   The next 
meeting will be held on May 16, 2022, location to be determined. 

Consent Agenda Approval 
The consent agenda was approved unanimously.  

Membership 
Wayne did not contact Donna about continued membership out of sensitivity to the recent 
passing of her husband.   Michele will send a sympathy card from UMRLAC.  Michele spoke to 
Boscawen’s Conservation Commission about a replacement for Tom Gilmore.   Mary will look 
into the Knowles Pond community for potential membership interest.  Anne’s membership 
expired in March and she will look into renewal.  Mary’s membership expires at the end of the 
month and Wayne’s in October.   Both will look into renewal.  Michele and Steve are looking 
into succession planning.   Potential new members with leadership skills would be highly 
desirable. 

Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer’s report for March was reviewed.  UMRLAC approved the report and placed it on file.   

Brownfields Advisory Committee.      
No current activity. 

FERC Update 
The Lakeport Dam FERC relicensing project was provided an extension until May 23 to resolve 
application deficiencies.  The spillway gate tests were submitted for the upper and lower 
Penacook falls dam projects.  

Upper Merrimack River Management and Implementation Plan 
Wayne reviewed and edited the agricultural section of the implementation plan.  His edits will 
be routed to the membership.  Steve will continue to look into nutrient management plans but is 
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concerned that there may only be aggregate, not location specific information on the plans.   
Steve will also harmonize the nutrient section language with what is contained in the Turkey 
River restoration plan.   More discussion on the agricultural section will take place after Clare 
becomes available. 

Guest Speaker 
David Cedarholm will be the guest speaker at the May meeting.  He will speak on Concord’s 
review of the feasibility of a stormwater utility program.   UMRLAC discussed Ben Lundsted’s 
proposed permitting presentation and provided Steve with some ideas to discuss with Ben.  For 
example, he could discuss common permitting deficiencies, when is it too late to impact the 
direction of a project, any comments on UMRLAC’s permit review SOP, etc.    It was also 
suggested that UMRLAC should prepare some questions for Ben’s future presentation.  Steve 
will ask Ben to provide some potential dates for his presentation. 

Upper Merrimack Monitoring Program (UMMP)    
Wayne believes that the site 2 bio monitoring installation can be made compatible with the 
Winnepesauke River kayak course in Franklin.   The rock basket installation will need a SOP to 
help minimize risks (location behind a large rock, rebar angled, etc.).  

Projects 
UMRLAC received an EPA emergency response spot report on their response to the collapse of 
the former flour mill building at the Allied Leather tannery complex in Boscawen.  UMRLAC 
also received the Natural Heritage Bureau report on the NHDOT surplus property proposal 
discussed last month (South Main Street in Concord).  No hits were reported and the property 
has been recommended for disposal.  The Hall Street wastewater treatment plant in Concord is 
proposing to use AARPA money to repair secondary clarifiers.   UMRLAC looked over the 
building permit request; no land will be disturbed.  UMRLAC will ask some questions to clarify 
the work plan, such as whether there is sufficient capacity to take clarifier units offline during 
maintenance. 

UMRLAC reviewed a shoreland permit application for 34 Oxbow Pond Road in Canterbury.   A 
garage and lean-to will be constructed (316 sqft).  UMRLAC has no comments on the application 
at this time. 

UMRLAC reviewed an application for construction at a Merrimack River fronting residential lot 
located at the Bow/Concord town line.  The house will be moved out of the right of way and 
enough paved surface will be removed to have a net reduction in the amount of impervious 
surface.   UMRLAC has some comments including: 1) why does the existing patio I-beam extend 
out into the river, 2) what is the nature of the hazard that requires removal of 3 existing mature 
trees, 3) explain the discrepancy on the existing house square footage (plans versus NHB letter).  

T.F. Bernier responded to UMRLACs comments on the Boscawen Sand and Gravel after the fact 
permit application.   DES issued the permit, prior to UMRLAC being provided a chance to 
review and respond.   Given that work outside of the approved work area was initiated before 
the application was filed, UMRLAC believes that it is problematic that our involvement in the 
review was abruptly cut short.   Steve will convey UMRLAC’s concern to DES. 

Miscellaneous  
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The Rivers Council sent UMRLAC a thank you note for our contribution.   The combined 
UMWA/UMRLAC website will go live the day after the meeting.   The 501c nonprofit status was 
approved by the IRS for UMWA.   This will simplify the checking account. 

Summary of Assignments 
Michele - Prepare May UMRLAC meeting agenda.

- Respond to the Bow permit application. 

Steve - Discuss the guest speaker presentation with Ben Lundsted.
- For the Agricultural section of the implementation plan find out about 

nutrient management programs and provide information on 
agricultural structure property tax exemption provisions. 

- Provide feedback to DES on the Boscawen Sand and Gravel after the 
fact permit application. 

- Prepare comments on the Concord WWTF project. 

Clare -  Revise the Merrimack River Management and Implementation Plan 
agricultural section. 

-  Contact Ken Boiven and GZA staff about potential interest in 
UMRLAC membership. 

Wayne - Contact Donna Liolis about interest in continued UMRLAC
membership. 

-  Continue to track FERC dam relicensing progress. 

Gary -  Prepare minutes. 
-  Track the Brownfields Advisory Committee.   

Krista -  Prepare Treasurer’s report. 

Minutes submitted by Gary Lynn.


