
UMRLAC Meeting Minutes for June 13, 2022 
Baker Free Library, Bow 

Members present:   Michele Tremblay (At Large), Steve Landry (At Large), Gary Lynn (Bow),
Krista Crowell (Bow), Wayne Ives (Franklin), Anne Dowling (Canterbury), Clare Lund 
(Concord) and Mary Lee (Northfield) 
Members absent:  Adrienne Hutchinson (Canterbury)   
Others present:  Patti Lynn  

The Chair of UMRLAC, Michele Tremblay, called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM.   The next 
meeting will be held on July 11, 2022, in Franklin. 

Consent Agenda Approval
The consent agenda was approved unanimously.  

Membership
Gary Lynn resigned from UMRLAC, effective the last day in June 2022.  UMRLAC’s sendoff 
included plenty of chocolate, cake and a winged action figure gift with a hand stitched Mayfly 
uniform.   Gary joined UMRLAC January 2, 2000 (Y2K plus one day).  The world didn’t go poof 
after Y2K, in fact 22 years and numerous meetings later he still believes the world will continue 
to limp along and can be made better.   

Unfortunately, Mary Lee and Anne will resign next month from UMRLAC.  New member 
recruitment will become a priority for our underrepresented communities.   Michele was 
contacted by a Franklinite (she works for NOAA) but believes that contact is unlikely to result in 
a new member, more likely a future collaboration.  Clare will follow up with her coworker about 
membership; Clare and her coworker have been working long hours lately and haven’t been 
able to connect.  Mary Lee visited the Northfield Conservation Commission and talked to 
Northfield’s former town manager, Joyce Fulweiler, about finding a new representative for 
Northfield.   Anne is putting out an email blast to Canterbury soliciting new members.  Krista 
indicated that she will put something on Bow’s Facebook page and that Bow has the opening 
posted on the town website.  

Treasurer’s Report
The Treasurer’s report for May was reviewed.  UMRLAC approved the report and placed it on 
file.  Krista paid for the Boscawen storage facility and UMMP yearbooks.  For now, Krista will 
maintain accounts for both UMWA and UMRLAC.   Michele noted that UMWA will bill the 
adopt-a-river site sponsors this year. 

Brownfields Advisory Committee.      
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Michele will notify Mike Tardiff of CNHRPC that she will be the contact, if the planning 
commission reactivates the Brownfields Advisory Committee.   The Committee is dormant until 
funding is obtained.

FERC Update
Wayne indicated that reports related to the Lakeport dam relicensing project were accepted by 
FERC on April 20.   FERC also authorized the owner of the lower Penacook dam to proceed with 
the planned pier stabilization project. 

Upper Merrimack River Management and Implementation Plan
Michele discussed applying for a Section 604b grant to obtain funding for regional planning 
commission assistance for the revision of the implementation plan.   Steve indicated that the 
grant round will be more competitive because applicant eligibility has been expanded to include 
non-profits, etc.   Next year funding will increase by about 1/3.  Michele provided Steve with 
feedback for NH DES that given the limited availability of funds expanding eligibility hurts LAC 
opportunities for much needed assistance.   Regardless, UMRLAC decided to apply for the grant 
because of our limited resources.   UMRLAC will proceed with our internal review and update 
process, however.   

Clare led a discussion on the revised Agricultural Section of the Implementation Plan.  Clare 
accepted the proposed changes to the document and asked if there are any other recommended 
changes.   Steve indicated that there is considerable farmer sensitivity on nutrient management 
plans and that it could be counterproductive  to highlight this topic in the plan.  Steve noted 
that state law allows farmers to apply for tax exempt status for facilities that address stormwater 
management issues (e.g., manure pits and similar structures).   He noted that only two farmers 
in the state have applied for this type of property tax relief.  Steve can provide feedback on 
incorporation of this information into the section.   Michele itemized educational resources that 
could be included in the section such as Project WILD, Project WET, Envirothon and the 
Conservation District’s Food Land & People program.  Michele also suggested that Clare 
develop and include several metrics, such as target numbers and dates.   It was agreed that 
additional changes would be made with a target of final approval of the section at next month’s 
meeting.    

Upper Merrimack Monitoring Program (UMMP)
The Franklin Wastewater Treatment Facility will handle the bacteria sample analysis again.   If 
the Saint Paul’s School agrees, bug nights will resume this winter but will be restricted to a list of 
invitees to ensure widely spaced work stations.    

Projects
Stantec submitted a response to UMRLAC’s AOT application comments on behalf of Eversource.   
UMRLAC appreciated the response and was satisfied except for the waiver request discussion.   
UMRLAC’s concern about the expansive language of the requested waiver is that it seems to 
allow for unrestricted field changes to the approved plan.   As a minimum, UMRLAC believes 
that Eversource should clarify the threshold for field changes requiring notice to NH DES.   
Steve will supply language on this issue to Michele.  She will then transmit an email to 
Stantec/Eversource/Ridge Mauck about this requested clarification and will thank Stantec and 
Eversource for their timely and well thought of reply to our comment letter. 

Miscellaneous
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Gary noted that a Blanding’s turtle (endangered in NH) was spotted in Village Shores Estates 
crossing the road near Turee Pond.   His neighbor described the turtle as looking like a walking 
WWI army helmet.  Steve noted that cyanobacteria blooms are early this year and that the pine 
pollen release has been unusually heavy. 

Summary of Assignments

Michele  Prepare July UMRLAC meeting agenda. 
 Discuss Brownfields Advisory Committee contact and section 604b 

grant application submission with Mike Tardiff of CNHRPC. 
 Email Eversource, NH DES and Stantec on field change waiver 

request clarification. 

Steve  Discuss the guest speaker presentation with Ben Lundsted. 
 For the Agricultural section of the implementation plan provide 

information on agricultural structure property tax exemption 
provisions. 

 Provide suggested language for Eversource waiver clarification.  

Claire   Revise the Merrimack River Management and Implementation Plan 
agricultural section, including trial metrics. 

  Continue discussions with Kaitlin Marsh about potential interest in 
UMRLAC membership. 

Wayne  Continue to track FERC dam relicensing progress.

Krista   Prepare Treasurer’s report. 
  Post UMRLAC membership opportunity of Bow’s Facebook page. 

Minutes submitted by Gary Lynn.


